
Upper Macquarie County Council 

Good neighbours  

control noxious weeds! 

Privet 

The noxious weeds control authority for the areas of Bathurst Regional Council, Blayney and Oberon Shire Councils and the Lithgow City Council 

T
here are tw

o species of P
rivet - 

B
roadleaf (ligustrum

 lucidum
) 

S
m

all leaf (L
igustrum

 sinense) 

B
oth species produce w

hite flow
ers at the ends of 

branches and black or blue-black berries. 

B
oth  are garden escapees w

hich occur on the coast 
and tablelands of N

S
W

, cause serious degradation of 
native 

bushland, 
and 

are 
suspected 

of 
being           

poisonous. 

T
hey can be a serious health problem

.  W
hen privet is 

in flow
er it causes a lot of distress to people w

ho   
suffer from

 asthm
a and hayfever. 

B
oth species of privet are a C

lass 4 noxious w
eed 

w
ithin the area of U

pper M
acquarie C

ounty C
ouncil 

and the law
 requires that their grow

th and spread 
m

ust be controlled in the m
anner set out on the right. 

�
�

 
Y

ou
 m

u
st con

trol p
rivet grow

in
g on

 you
r lan

d
. 

If you do not understand w
hat is required, or if you 

require 
further 

inform
ation 

or 
assistance, 

please    
contact the C

ouncil on 63331375. 

If you have been given this pam
phlet by a C

ouncil 
W

eeds O
fficer the officer w

ill have w
ritten his or her 

nam
e and contact telephone num

ber below
.  Please 

contact the W
eeds O

fficer if you require any further 
inform

ation. 
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W
eeds O

fficer  
 

T
elephone num

ber 

P
reven

tion 

A
ll uninfested areas shall be kept clear of privet by 

the physical rem
oval of isolated seedlings. 

A
reas adjoining privet trees and hedges are to be 

kept 
free 

of 
privet 

by 
physical 

rem
oval 

of      
seedlings or by m

ow
ing. 

H
ed

gin
g 

P
rivet hedges shall be m

aintained in a trim
 state 

and shall be pruned heavily as often as is necessary 
so as to prevent them

 producing flow
ers and fruit. 

P
ru

n
in

g 

P
rivet trees shall be pruned heavily as often as is 

necessary so as to prevent them
 producing flow

ers 
and fruit. 

H
erb

icid
e con

trol 

C
ut 

and 
paint. 

 
W

here 
privet 

plants 
cannot 

be      
prevented from

 flow
ering and seeding by hedging 

or pruning they shall be cut off at the base close to 
the roots and a registered herbicide applied to the 
cut stem

 w
ithin 20 seconds of cutting. 

D
rill and inject.  A

lternatively, privet trees that   
cannot be prevented from

 flow
ering and seeding by 

pruning 
shall 

be 
treated 

by 
drilling 

a 
series 

of     
shallow

 
holes 

1cm
 

deep 
into 

the 
trunk 

and 
by      

filling the holes w
ithin 20 seconds of drilling w

ith a 
registered herbicide. 

P
h

ysical con
trol 

P
rivet plants and trees m

ay be physically rem
oved 

by m
echanical m

eans so as to ensure that m
ost 

roots are rem
oved.  R

egrow
th from

 root fragm
ents 

and 
seed 

w
ill 

occur 
so 

follow
-up 

treatm
ent 

by    
either 

further 
physical 

m
eans 

or 
herbicide      

application m
ust be undertaken. 

Broad leaf privet - flowers and leaves Narrow-leaf privet - berries 
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