
Upper Macquarie County Council 

The noxious weeds control authority for the areas of Bathurst Regional Council, Blayney and Oberon Shire Councils and the Lithgow City Council 

Good neighbours  

control noxious weeds! 

Blackberry 

B
lackberry is a W

eed of N
ational Significance. 

It is regarded as one of the w
orst w

eeds in A
ustralia 

because of its invasiveness, potential for spread, and 
econom

ic and environm
ental im

pacts. 

O
n 

farm
s 

blackberries 
reduce 

pasture 
production,  

restrict access to w
ater and land, and provide food 

and shelter for pest anim
als such as foxes and rabbits. 

B
lackberry is a perennial, sem

i-deciduous shrub w
ith 

stem
s (canes) up to 7 m

 long, w
ith rearw

ard facing 
thorns, that take root w

here they touch the ground, 
often form

ing thickets up to several m
etres high  

C
lusters of flow

ers are w
hite or pink. T

he berries 
change colour from

 green to red to black as they rip-
en. 

B
lackberry is a C

lass 4 noxious w
eed w

ithin the area 
of 

U
pper 

M
acquarie 

C
ounty 

C
ouncil 

and 
the 

law
   

requires that its grow
th and spread m

ust be controlled 
in the m

anner set out on the right. 
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Y

ou
 m

u
st con

trol b
lack

b
erry grow

in
g on

 you
r lan

d
. 

If you do not understand w
hat is required, or if you 

require 
further 

inform
ation 

or 
assistance, 

please    
contact the C

ouncil on 63331375. 

If you have been given this pam
phlet by a C

ouncil 
W

eeds O
fficer the officer w

ill have w
ritten his or her 

nam
e and contact telephone num

ber below
.  Please 

contact the W
eeds O

fficer if you require any further 
inform

ation. 
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W

eeds O
fficer  

 
T

elephone num
ber 

P
reven

tion
 

A
ll uninfested areas shall be kept clear of blackberry by 

the physical rem
oval of isolated plants before they have 

a chance to seed and by the m
aintenance of good quality 

groundcover. 
 H

erb
icid

e con
trol 

A
 

registered 
herbicide 

shall 
be 

applied 
to 

actively  
grow

ing plants by high volum
e spot spraying.  S

pray 
shall be applied in accordance w

ith the herbicide label.  
S

pray is to be applied first to the inside of bushes so as 
to ensure good coverage of stem

s and leaves.  O
utside 

leaves, runners and tips are then to be sprayed. 
 A

lternatively, for control of light infestations in areas of 
high 

conservation 
significance, 

or 
w

here 
susceptible 

native species or garden plants m
ay be affected, the 

canes m
ay be cut close to ground level and the cut stem

s 
im

m
ediately 

painted 
w

ith 
herbicide. 

 
T

his 
m

ethod 
should be used only on sm

all plants and retreatm
ent 

shall be undertaken as necessary to prevent regrow
th. 

 P
h

ysical con
trol 

P
lants m

ay be physically rem
oved by m

echanical m
eans 

so as to ensure that crow
ns and m

ost roots are rem
oved.  

R
egrow

th from
 crow

ns, root fragm
ents, and seed w

ill 
occur so follow

-up treatm
ent by either further physical 

m
eans, herbicide application or grazing by goats m

ust 
be undertaken. 
 S

lashing m
ay be used to help open up dense infestations 

for follow
-up control by other m

ethods but is not an 
acceptable m

ethod of control w
ithout follow

-up. 
 G

razin
g b

y goats 
G

oats m
ay be used as a follow

-up m
ethod of control to 

graze/brow
se plants follow

ing slashing or other physical 
m

ethods of control, or herbicide treatm
ent, but they 

m
ust 

be 
used 

continuously 
to 

prevent 
regrow

th        
occurring. 
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D
escription adapted from

 C
R

C
 W

eeds M
anagem

ent guide 

Blackberry leaves and fruit 


